
Anthropology 610


Ethnobotany

The Ohio State University


Spring Quarter 2004

Instructor:  Dr. Kristen J. Gremillion, 111 Lord Hall, gremillion.1@osu.edu

Office hours: TR 1:00-2:30 and by appointment

Meeting time and place: TR 3:30-5:30, HC 0162

Course content and rationale:
Relationships between human and plant populations have played a critical role in shaping human behavioral and biological adaptations. Ethnobotany is a multidisciplinary field of study that investigates these relationships by combining the anthropologist's emphasis on the cultural context of plant use with the botanist's understanding of the ecological and biological traits of useful plants. This course provides a survey of ethnobotany from a general anthropological perspective (that is, one that considers the biological, cultural, and social role of plants in human societies both past and present).  Methods of data collection and data analysis will be considered, but greatest emphasis will be placed on the current state of ethnobotanical knowledge and its significance.  Topics to be addressed touch on different uses of plants (as food or medicine, in ritual, and in manufacture), how people think about plants and the natural world, the origins of agriculture, ecological relationships between humans and plants, paleoethnobotany, and the relevance of ethnobotany to contemporary global issues.   Illustrative examples will be drawn from ethnographic, archaeological, and botanical literature.

WebCT:

Some of the materials for this course can be accessed via WebCT, an online course tool administered by Technology Enhanced Learning Resources at OSU.  To log on, follow this link:

http://class.osu.edu/
This page will explain how to log on and access the Anthropology 610: Ethnobotany course materials.  Once you reach the Anthropology 610 page, you will find links to course-related messages, readings, copies of handouts, the syllabus, links to web resources, and (eventually) class projects.

Required texts:
Note: all books except Nabhan are available at the usual OSU textbook retailers.  Nabhan can be purchased by students individually, or via a bulk order placed at a local bookstore.  Details to follow.

Cotton, Catherine. 1996.  Ethnobotany: Principles and Applications.  Wiley, New York.

Davis, Wade.  1997. One River. Simon and Schuster.

Nabhan, G. P.  2002.  Enduring Seeds: Native American Agriculture and Wild Plant Conservation.  University  of Arizona Press, Tucson.

Minnis, P. (ed.).  2000.  Ethnobotany: A Reader.  U. of Oklahoma Press, Norman.

Web resources (see course schedule below)

Course objectives:

On successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.
Explain why ecological relationships between humans and plants can be said to span a continuum representing different types and degrees of interaction.

2.
Discuss the causes and consequences of plant domestication and agricultural subsistence.

3.
Discuss the nutritional, social, and economic significance of wild plant foods in both foraging and agricultural populations.

4.
Identify some of the bioactive compounds found in plants and discuss the cross-cultural relevance of ethnopharmacology.

5.
Discuss the use of psychoactive plants in traditional healing and ritual, using specific examples.

6.
Explain why classification of plants and perception of the plant environment vary cross-culturally.

7.
Describe methods used to obtain evidence of human-plant relationships from the archaeological record.

8.
Discuss the relevance of ethnobotany to public policy issues, such as environmental conservation and world hunger, and describe the ethical dilemmas faced by ethnobotanists.

Course structure:

Class meetings will combine lecture, discussion, visual presentations, and exercises.  In addition, students will devote time outside of the classroom to work on a project (see  below).

Course requirements and evaluation:

Attending class regularly is essential to doing well in this course.  The midterm and final examinations will cover both assigned readings and all in-class activities (lectures, films, etc.).  Each student will complete a final project consisting of a comprehensive ethnobotanical survey of a selected plant taxon. Final letter grades will be determined on a percentage basis using the total of points earned from all assignments.  In general, grading will follow a standard scale (90%-100% = A, 80%-89% = B, etc.).  

Components used to determine the final grade are weighted as follows:

Midterm

25%


Final

25%


Project

50%


Policies:

1.  Examination dates


Examinations may be given in advance of the test date by prior arrangement.  Makeups for missed exams will be considered, but only if the instructor is informed within 48 hours of the test date and a valid excuse is provided.

2.  Policy on Academic Misconduct

All students should become familiar with the rules governing alleged academic misconduct. All students should be familiar with what constitutes academic misconduct, especially as it pertains to plagiarism and test taking. Ignorance of the rules governing academic misconduct or ignorance of what consititutes academic misconduct is not an acceptable defense. Alleged cases of academic misconduct arereferred to the proper university committees.

.

Course schedule:

(assigned readings, denoted by  (, are to be completed before the date under which they appear).

Web=Anthropology 610 web site; see instructions above.
(3/30) Introduction
· (4/1) No Class meeting (Society for American Archaeology) 

· begin Davis

(4/6) Basics

· Cotton Ch. 1-4

· Plant structure I and Plant structure II; Plant classification; Evolution and diversity of flowering plants (Web)
(4/8) Plants and human ecology; anthropogenesis; the continuum of human-plant interaction

· Minnis Ch. 10 (Bye)

· Minnis Ch. 3 (Nabhan et al.)

 (4/13)  Wild plants as food
· Cotton Ch. 5
· Minnis Ch. 11 (Minnis)
· Film: Beautiful Tree: Chishkale
(4/15) Domestication and agriculture

· Cotton Ch. 6

· Minnis Ch. 12 (Nabhan et al.)

Film: Slash and Burn Agriculture
(4/20)  Plants in art and technology
Film: Wooden Box Made by Steaming and Bending 

· Cotton Ch. 7 

· Minnis Ch. 2 (Anderson)

· Minnis Ch. 14 (Estabrook)

(4/22)  Medical ethnobotany; ethnopharmacology

· Finish Davis
· Minnis Ch. 7 (Voeks)

9. (4/27)  Psychoactive plants and shamanism
· Cotton Ch. 8

10.  (4/29)   Midterm
11.  (5/4) Ethnobotany and cognition; folk taxonomy; ethnoscience
· Minnis Ch. 1 (Alcorn); Introduction to Part 2 (Brown)
· Cotton Ch. 9

12.  (5/6) Paleoethnobotany

· Cotton Ch. 10
(5/11) Paleoethnobotany

· start Nabhan

(5/13) Conservation, biodiversity, and cultural survival

Film: Jungle Pharmacy
· Cotton Ch. 11

· Minnis Chapter 13 (Brush)
 (5/18) Intellectual property rights and biodiversity prospecting
· Cotton Ch. 12

· finish Nabhan
(5/20) Field Trip (TBA)
(5/25) Student presentations
(5/27) Student presentations

(6/1)  Student presentations

(6/3) Student presentations

Other important information:

In case of unexpected instructor absences the information will be posted on the following departmental website. This site should be consulted during inclement weather to check for possible class cancellations or delays. Please do not call the department.

http://anthropology.ohio-state.edu/html/course.htm
If you need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, you should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment we can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  I rely on the Office For Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies.  If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, I encourage you to do so.
